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Abstract: The women and development paradigm grew from a combination of feminism and developmentalism and has served as a theo—
retical framework and a practical system widely used in the developing world to advance development and empowerment. The paradigm
itself is conducive to promoting agency and the status of women. However due to its foundation in Western feminism and developmental—-
ism it has increasingly encountered dilemmas in its attempts to address the “problems” of the developing countries in their varied cul—
tural and social contexts. The practices of this global paradigm in China and Tanzania imply its inadaptability to the local culture. A
women and development paradigm-guided intervention in China resulted in the “alienation of opportunity and welfare” while the Chinese
interventions in Tanzania that was designed based on Chinas common practice without a gender-sensitive dimension led to a growth of
harvest but a “reversed outcome on empowerment of women”. These cases indicate that the women and development paradigm has had

difficulties to cope with the complexity of the gendered social relations in the developing countries.
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